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We hope you enjoy this mini-collection of Christmas decorations and or-
naments put together by us just for you!  

 

Merry Christmas! 
Shannon, Allison, Heather, KariAnne, Laura, Sarah & Shauna 

2!



3!

Merry  Chr i s tmas Gar land wi th  Meta l-R im Tags  
 Shannon—AKA Des ign …………………………………………………………..  Page  4  

Spark ly  S i lver  T inse l  Ornaments  
 A l l i son—House of  Hepworth’s  …………….………………………..………… Page 11  

Scrabble Ornaments  
 Heather—Th ings  That  Are P ret ty  . . .……………………………………….. .  Page 17  

“Spr ing”  Snowf lake Ornament  
 Kar iAnne—Th i s t lewood Farm ……………………………………………….. .  Page 25  

Faux Tax idermy Chr i s tmas  Ornaments  
 Laura—Find ing Home ………………………………………………..  ………… Page 31  

DIY Chr i s tmas Surpr i se  Bag  
 Sarah—Cozy  Cot tage Cute …………………………………………………..  Page 40  

J ing le  Be l l  Ornaments  
 Shauna—Sator i  Des ign For  L iv ing …………………………….……………. Page 49  

http://www.satoridesignforliving.com
http://www.akadesign.ca
http://www.houseofhepworths.com
http://www.thingsthatarepretty.blogspot.ca
http://www.thistlewoodfarms.com
http://www.findinghomeonline.com
http://www.cozycottagecute.com


Merry Christmas Garland With Metal-Rim Tags 
By Shannon,  AKA Des ign 
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Supplies needed: 

!" Metal-Rim Tags 
!" Jute/Hemp String 
!" Pencil 
!" Sharpie or other permanent black 

marker 
!" Hole Punch 
!" Scissors 

Merry Christmas Garland With Metal-Rim Tags 
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Step 1: Make a Hole in Tag 

If necessary, punch a bigger hole in 
the Metal-Rim Tags using a hole 
punch. The Martha Stewart tags we 
bought had very thin strings and tiny 
holes, so we used a hole punch to 
make them large enough for the 
hemp string. 
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Step 2: Draw Letters  

Using a pencil (and looking at what-
ever font you like on a computer for 
help), outline a letter on each tag.  
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Step 3: Finish Letters 

Using a Sharpie or other perma-
nent marker, fill out each letter.  
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Step 4: Thread Tags 

Line up the tags in order and thread 
them together with the jute/hemp string.  
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Hang and 
enjoy!  
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Sparkly Tinsel Ornaments 
By A l l i son,  House of  Hepworth’s  
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Supplies needed: 

!" clear glass ornaments 

!" silver garland  

!" scissors 

Sparkly Tinsel Ornaments 
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Step 1: Cut Tinsel 
 
Simply cut the tinsel garland into 1! strips. 
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Step 2: Stuff Balls with Tinsel 
 
Stuff tinsel strips into each of 
the glass ornaments. 
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Step 3: Replace Top 
 
Pop the top back on and twist an 
ornament hook onto each orna-
ment.  
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Step 4: Hang 
 
Hang and Enjoy! 
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Scrabble Ornaments 
By Heather ,  Th ings  That  Are P ret ty  
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Supplies needed: 

!" Scrabble tiles  

!" Thin jewelry wire  

!" Beads 

!" Jingle bells  

!" Scrapbook paper 

!" Dry adhesive or glue  

!" Drill 

!" Exacto knife and cutting board 

!" Sewing needle 

!" Awl (or other pointed object) 

!" Scissors  

Scrabble Tile Ornaments 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 1: Drill holes 
 
Drill holes in the top and bottom of each tile, using 
the smallest drill bit in the set - 1/16th. If you like, 
fashion a simple jig to hold the tiles in place while 
you drill.  
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Step 2: Paper backing 
 
Dress up the back of the tiles with festive scrap-
book paper.  
1. Glue letters to scrapbook paper. I used  
StudioTac dry adhesive. Another type of glue 
would work just fine, as long as it's not too wet, 
so the paper doesn't warp or bleed. 
2. Use an exacto knife to carefully cut around 
the wooden tile (the paper pictured is double 
sided, so that's why there is a patterned side 
facing up). 
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Step 3: Punch holes 
 
1. Use a needle to poke a small guide 
hole from front to back. 
2. Take a larger pointy object (I used an 
awl tool) to poke a hole on the back (this 
is where the small guide hole you just 
made it helpful - shows you know where to 
make the hole). This pushes the paper into 
the drilled hole of the tile leaving a clean 
edge on the paper. 
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Step 4: String letters together  
 
Feel free to improvise with whatever works for 
you here. Outlined is a pretty detailed step-by-
step process of what I did, but there are a myri-
ad of ways you can string them together. As 
long as they are all attached together at the 
end, you have succeeded!  
1. Cut a 4-inch piece of wire and feed through 
the bottom hole of your first letter. Add a bead 
or two to the wire on each side of the letter. 
2. String the wire through front and back of the 
top hole on the second letter. Pull tight. 
3. Feed wire back up through the beads on the 
front of the tile. 
4. Do the same as step 3 on the back of the tile. 
5. Feed the wire piece at the back, through to 
the front of the tile. You should now have two 
ends of wire at the front of the tile. 
6. Twist the two pieces of wire together. 
7.  Feed the twisted wire back through the hole 
of the tile and trim with scissors as close to the 
back of tile as possible. 
Repeat this process for each letter in your word. 
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Step 5: Hanging loop 
 
1. Cut a 12 inch piece of wire and double it in half. Feed through top 
hole of first tile. Give wire a couple of twists so it is secure around the 
tile. Thread a bead or two over the wire.  
2. String beads on each side of wire, leaving space at the ends to se-
cure them together. 
3. Twist ends tightly together. 
4. Feed the twisted ends back through a few beads to secure clo-
sure. Trim the excess wire. 
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Step 6: Add a jingle bell 
 
If you don't have a bell, you could just 
finish it off with a few beads at the bot-
tom. 
1. Feed wire through top loop of bell, 
give a twist or two to the wire and add a 
bead (similar to step 1 in the previous 
hanging loop instructions). Feed wire 
through bottom hole of bottom tile the 
same way you did when stringing the let-
ter tiles together. 
2.  Feed wire back down through the 
bead and secure around the bell. Trim 
excess wire. 
 
 
 
 

And now it's done! 
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“Spring” Snowflake Ornament 
By Kar iAnne,  Th i s t lewood Farm 
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Supplies needed: 

!" Springs 

!" Spray Paint 

!" Glitter 

!" Glue gun 

 

Spring Snowflake Ornament 
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Step 1:   Find springs 
 
I think that bed springs or mattress springs 
or springs in general or even just referring 
to the word “spring” in the context of a 
project is so 2012. 
They were all over the flea market. 
These springs came in a “x” pattern al-
ready put together. 
They were four for $1.00. 
That’s cheaper than a McDonald’s diet 
coke. 
And much better for you. 
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Step 2:  Spray paint the springs 
 
I spray painted them white. 
Then I added a little gray. 
Then I added glitter. 
Then I said enough already with 
the spray paint. 
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Step 3:  Hot glue two “x” springs 
together 
 
Hot glue the two spray painted 
“x” together. 
I tried to hammer the two “x” to-
gether.  Weak. 
I tried ribbon.  Weaker. 
Hot glue worked perfectly.  Just 
twist the springs until they fit to-
gether and hot glue. 
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You can tie tags or hang on a tree 
or string on a ribbon ... 
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Faux Taxidermy Ornaments 
By Laura,  F ind ing Home 
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Supplies needed: 

!" Plastic Animals 
!" Wood plaques of varying sizes.   
!" Craft paint and glitter of your color 
choices. 
!" Adhesive of some type.  
!" Varying sizes of paint brushes  
!" A cutting board and cutting tool of 
choice 

Faux Taxidermy Ornaments 
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Step 1: Gather all of your materials 
 
!" Random plastic animals that you have no 

emotional attachment to.  I found some 
at Tractor Supply and some at a craft 
store. 

!" Wood plaques of varying sizes.  These 
were found in the wood craft department 
at a craft store. 

!" Craft paint and glitter of your color choic-
es. 

!" Adhesive of some type. I used the above 
pictured adhesive for some ornaments 
and other I used hot glue.  I especially 
found that the antlers set quicker with the 
hot glue. 

!" Varying sizes of paint brushes for painted, 
adding glue and a dry one for dusting 
away extra glitter. 

!" A cutting board and cutting tool of 
choice (more details below). 
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Step 2: Prime your wood plaques and 
upper portion of your animals. 
 
Turn on a Christmas movie and sit 
back and prime away.  I just used 
white craft paint and I found it did 
need two coats.  If it were warmer 
weather, I may have taken them out-
side and used spray paint.  There was 
something relaxing however about 
painting them by hand. 
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Step 3: Paint the plaques and ani-
mals your desired colors. 
 
I chose to use bright blue, green, red 
and silver.  However, it could also be 
done in metallics or neutrals would 
be really nice as well. 
As you can see, I have painted most 
of the animals “still intact”.  I tested it 
both ways, some I cut before I paint-
ed and some, after.  It is definitely 
easier to paint before you cut them 
even if a little touch up is required.  I 
also decided to add a subtle coat 
of glitter paint over all of the animals 
as well as the animals so that they 
would reflect light better. 
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Step 4: Cut your animals heads off. 
 
Sorry, there is no gentler way to say that.  And, there is no picture because this is a tedious 
part that is impossible to complete and photograph!  The antlers easily clip off with heavy 
duty scissors.  The smaller deer removed with a kitchen knife on a cutting board.  The moose 
required time, patience, a kitchen knife and strong utility knife.  The last two, I will admit, 
Hubby took out to the garage and cut with his band saw. 
My point, you can try a multitude of methods – just understand the bigger animals are sur-
prisingly stubborn. 
No matter what method you use – please use common sense and tons of caution.  Keep all 
fingers out of the way and cut away from your body! 
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Step 5: Adhere head to wood plaque. 
Using hot glue sets up pretty quickly 
and holds quite well.  However, I did 
use another adhesive on some to en-
sure it was a long lasting hold. 
For the antlers, the hot blue is better 
since it sets up quicker. 
This is also the step where I added 
glue to the certain places to accent 
with glitter. 
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Step 6: Add glitter and other de-
tails. 
 
I added the glue to the edges of 
the antlers, the edge of the 
plaques and in some cases, all 
over the back.  Mixing up each 
one and putting your own spin is 
the best way to go.  Honestly, the 
possibilities are kind of endless.  It 
all depends on your own taste 
and the direction you want to 
go.  You could even make them 
“year round” in colors that work in 
your home and maybe minus the 
glitter. 
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Step 7: Hot glue a loop of floral wire in the back 
to have something to hang from. 
 
They can then be hung as a display… 
Or on a tree… 
Or... 
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DIY Christmas Surprise Bag 
By Sarah,  Cozy  Cottage Cute 
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Supplies needed: 

!" two contrasting fabrics (I bought 1/2 a 
meter of each and had tonnes left 
over) 

!" button(s) (I used a large, wooden 
one) 

!" needle and thread  
!" twine or ribbon (I used twine) 
!" sewing machine 
!" fabric scissors 
!" measuring tape 
!" iron / ironing board 
!" fabric glue (optional) 
!" Fray Check 
!" tape 
!" safety pin 

DIY Christmas Surprise Bag 



Step 1: Decide on a Size 
 
Determine the finished size of your surprise 
bag and cut out two fabric pieces add-
ing a half inch seam allowance on the 
sides and bottom, and a one inch seam 
allowance at the top. I wanted my fin-
ished bag to be quite small: 4 inches by 5 
1/2 inches. 
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Step 2: Fold and Press 
 
1. Fold the top of each fabric piece over 
a half inch (onto the wrong side) and press 
with an iron.  
2. Fold over the top of each fabric piece 
another half inch to create a finished edge. 
Press with an iron. 
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Step 3: Sew Drawstring “Pocket” 
 
1. With your sewing machine, sew two 
straight lines along the top and bottom 
of each fold. Make sure to sew the lines 
close to each edges of each fold so that 
you create two small pockets for your 
ribbon or twine to go through. I used a 
contrasting color of thread (white) only 
because I forgot to buy some green to 
match my fabric. Whoopsie! 
2. Trim the loose threads at each end 
but don't worry about them looking un-
finished because they will be sewn into 
the bag later on. 
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Step 4: Add Christmas Tree 
 
1. Cut out a Christmas tree shape (or your 
desired shape) from your contrasting fab-
ric.  
2. Adhere the cut-out to the good side of 
one of your fabric pieces using fabric glue. 
(If you don't have fabric glue you can ad-
here the cut-out with pins instead.) When 
choosing the size of your fabric cut-out, 
make sure to take into account the half 
inch seam allowances on each side and 
bottom of the bag. Also, don't place your 
shape too close to the top of the bag as it 
will get scrunched up when you pull in the 
drawstring!  
3. Using your sewing machine, sew a 
straight line all around the edge of your 
fabric shape. Using a needle, pull your left-
over thread through to the wrong side of 
your fabric. Tie the threads off and trim. 
Ruffle up the edges of your shape a little.  
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Step 5: Add Drawstring 
 
1. Cut a long piece of your twine or ribbon. Tape 
one end and attach a safety pin. 
2. Pull the safety pin / twine / ribbon through the 
little pocket you created at the top of your fab-
ric piece.  
3. Repeat with another piece of twine / ribbon 
and your second piece of fabric.  
4. Using a pair of sharp scissors, create a small 
notch/hole at the end of one of your 'pockets' 
to pull the taped end of your twine/ribbon 
through. Make sure to create the notch at least 
3/4 of an inch from the edge because you will 
be sewing the bag together using a half inch 
seam allowance. (This will be the end of the 
twine that you pull to close your bag.) Repeat 
with the other 'pocket'. Don't forget that you 
want the notches and loose pieces of twine to 
match up when you place your fabric pieces to-
gether.  
5. Dab some Fray Check around the small open-
ing that you created to seal the fabric fibers and 
prevent them from fraying. Trim any loose 
threads around the small opening. 
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Step 6: Sew Bag 
 
1. Match up the good sides of your fabric so 
that you can sew them together. (The 
wrong sides should be facing out.) Using 
your sewing machine, sew a straight stitch 
along the sides and bottom of your bag half 
an inch from the edge using your half inch 
seam allowance. IMPORTANT: You will be 
sewing the twine / ribbon into your bag on 
one side (see the right side of my photo-
graph) and you will NOT be sewing the 
twine into the bag on the other side where 
you pulled your twine / ribbon through the 
opening (see the left side of my photo-
graph). I used small pieces of tape to keep 
the twine in place so that I wouldn't sew 
them by accident!   
2. Trim the excess twine / ribbon where you 
sewed it into the bag. Trim your seam allow-
ances so that they are nice and tidy. Snip 
any loose threads that might be hanging 
around.   
3. Turn your bag inside out and tighten the 
strings to give you an idea of how long to 
cut them. Tie your twine or ribbon ends to-
gether and trim.   



 
Step 7: Embellish With a Button 
For the final touch, hand sew a button onto the 
top of your Christmas tree cut-out in place of a 
"star". (I used a few dabs of fabric glue as well, 
just to be on the safe side since buttons can be 
choking hazards for little ones.) 
 
 
 
 
Well, there you have it. A tiny Christmas surprise 
bag. Now comes the fun part: choosing the 
special surprise to go in the bag on Christmas 
morning!  
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Jingle Bell Ornaments 
By Shauna,  Sator i  Des ign For  L iv ing 
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Supplies needed: 

!" Small jingle bells (about 50) 
!" Florist wire (around 26 gauge) 
!" Ribbon 
!" Needle-nose pliers 
!" Wire cutters 
!" Scissors 

Jingle Bell Ornaments 



Step 1: Cut Wire 

Cut a 16" length of wire and loop back 
one end about 1". Using the needle-nose 
pliers, wrap the end around until you're 
left with a tiny loop and the end is secure. 

51!



Step 2: Add Jingle Bells 

Start feeding the bells onto the wire, 
making sure the first one is tight 
against the loop and each addition-
al bell is as close as possible.  

52!



Step 3: Loop Together 

After you get about a 7" strand of bells 
(depending on how large you want 
your wreath to be), feed the end 
through the loop you made earlier 
and secure it by wrapping the wire 
around the bells a few times.  
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Step 4: Trim and Add Ribbon 

Cut the end off with your wire 
cutters and reshape the whole 
thing into a circle. Attach a 
piece of ribbon for hanging.  
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Aside from the obvious option 
of hanging these ornaments 
on the tree, try tying them to 
gifts or using them to embellish 
everyday accessories in your 
home. 
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Merry Christmas to you from all of us! 
Shannon—AKA Des ign  

A l l i son—House of  Hepworth’s !
Heather—Th ings  That  Are P ret ty !

Kar iAnne—Thi s t lewood Farm !

Laura—Find ing Home  
Sarah—Cozy Cot tage Cute  

Shauna—Sator i  Des ign For  L iv ing !
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